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In two years, 1884 and 1885, Westinghouse brought out
twenty-eight patents in this art. The Westinghouse Elec-
tric Company was formed in 1886. Shortly before this
Westinghouse began one of the most important efforts of
his life, the introduction and development of the alternat-
ing current for the distribution and use of electric energy.
This called for absorbing thought and labor. In 1888 came
the most critical and dramatic episode in the history of the
air brake which brought out a swift and brilliant display
of Westinghouse's temperament and genius.

Notwithstanding such demands, Westinghouse filed in
1888 an application for his most elaborate and his most im-
portant patent in interlocking, and the patent was issued in
February 1891. This invention was developed in collabo-
ration with Mr. J. G. Schreuder, afterward Chief Engineer
and one of the vice-presidents of the Union Switch and
Signal Company, whose name appears in the patent speci-
fication as a co-inventor. This was the basis of an impor-
tant and profitable business, which still endures. Many of
the greatest railroad yards in the country are handled by
the electropneumatic interlocking, and it has gone into
considerable use abroad. It was the culmination of ten
years of study and experience, and the specifications of this
great patent were worked out with such unsparing labor
and such comprehensive skin that but few changes in de-
tail have been made from the original designs.

One must regret that the plan of this book does not per-
mit adequate mention of several excellent engineers who
helped Westinghouse in working out electropneumatic sig-
nalling and interlocking, but the story would be incomplete
without the name of John Pressley Coleman. He has been
with the Union Switch and Signal Company from very early
days, and has been a prolific and judicious inventor and de-